Joint public statement on Trump’s Global Gag Rule Re-Enactment

January 25, 2017

We, the undersigned organizations, strongly condemn President Trump’s signing of the Global Gag Rule on January 23™
2017, one of his first acts as President of the United States. During the Reagan, George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush
administrations, the Global Gag Rule prohibited foreign NGOs receiving U.S. assistance related to family planning and
reproductive health from using non-U.S. funding to provide abortion services, information, counseling or referrals and
from engaging in advocacy for access to safe abortion services. This policy causes real and serious harm to women
around the world and is a violation of international development agreements signed by the United States. The policy
leads to shortages in resources, the closure of health facilities offering services for women, a chill-effect on all related
care (including the provision of family planning, contraceptive counselling, etc.) and the denial of lawful safe abortion
services.

President Trump’s version of the Global Gag Rule is more extreme than past administrations and will extend to all global
health assistance provided across US departments. The political and financial impacts will be significant and far-reaching.
According to PAI, a global reproductive health organization, in monetary terms, this expanded policy will apply to as
much as $9.458 billion in global health funding, which includes programming for maternal health, family planning,
HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment, and more.

As the largest donor in the area of sexual and reproductive health, the United States has played a critical role in
supporting countries to fulfill women’s rights through improved access to modern methods of contraception,
strengthening of health systems, provision of essential health services to survivors of gender-based violence, among
other areas. These are priority areas identified by partner countries as critical to their own development goals and their
obligations under international human rights law.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, unanimously adopted by 193 countries, specifically targets universal
access to sexual and reproductive health as critical to the reduction of poverty and the fulfillment of human rights. With
the stroke of a pen, the United States has put this agenda in jeopardy and women around the world will suffer the
indignities and often fatal consequences of this action.

Canada, and its allies, both governments and civil society organizations, must step up their efforts to safeguard and
advance sexual and reproductive health and rights by increasing development financing in these areas in a
comprehensive manner and by championing these issues within diplomatic efforts.

This U.S. policy position represents a gross violation of women’s rights and runs counter to the global trend of
liberalizing abortion laws worldwide, which has led to significant decreases in unsafe abortions.

Canada cannot be complicit in the rolling-back of the hard-fought gains made over 20 years ago on women'’s rights,
specifically their sexual and reproductive rights. Together, we call on Canada and all sexual and reproductive rights allies
to denounce the enactment of this expanded Global Gag Rule and to make concerted efforts to increase support for safe
abortion care as part of a comprehensive package of sexual and reproductive health services, and to champion advocacy
related to safeguarding and advancing sexual and reproductive rights locally, nationally and globally.
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